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libel, whether the statement is, or is not, a libel,
depends on the same question, viz., whether the
jury are of opinion that what has been published
with regard to the plaintiff would tend, in the
minds of people of ordinary sense, to bring the
plaintiff into contempt, hatred, or ridicule, or to
injure his character. The question is really the
same by whomsoever the action is brought,
whether by a person, a firm, or a company.
There are statements which, with regard to some
plaintiffs, would undoubtedly constitute a libel,
but which, if published of another kind of plain-
tiffs, would not have the same effect" (s).

And it is clear that not every charge which
would be defamatory if made against a private
individual, is necessarily so if made against a
corporation or company.

" The words complained of in order to entitle
a corporation or company to sue for libel or
slander, must injuriously affect the corporation or
company as distinct from the individuals who
compose it. A corporation or company could not
sue in respect of a charge of murder or incest or
adultery, because it could not commit these crimes.
Nor could it sue in respect of a charge of corrup-
tion or of an assault, because a corporation cannot
be guilty of corruption or of an assault, although
the individuals composing it may be. The words
complained of must attack the corporation or
company in the method of conducting its affairs,

(s) Per Lord Esher, M. E., in South Eetton Coal Co. v.
North-Eastern News Association (1894), 1 Q. B. at p. 138.